Town of Wenham

Town Hall
138 Main Street
Wenham, MA 01984

Boatd of Selectmen and Town Administrator

Whereas, the citizens of Wenham value their health and mental health and that of their
families; therefore, they are proud to support observances such as Children's Mental Health
Week; and

Whereas, 17% of children and youth (ages 6-17) live with a mental health condition and 50%
of all lifetime instances of mental illness begin before age 14; and even some children and
youth with the most intense needs and some who ate insured may not recetve setvices; and

Whereas, children and youth with mental health needs in el.ementa_'z_:y, middle and high school
are more likely to be bullied, absent, suspended, expelled or fail to graduate; and

Whereas, recognizing the catly warning signs of mental health needs and obtaining the
necessaty support, assistance and treatment gives children and youth better opportunities to
lead full and productive lives at home, in schools, and in their communittes; and

Whereas, the involvement and partnership of family members in the assessment and
treatment of children and youth is essential to posmve outcomes, and

Whereas, our nation’s future depends on the health and wcll bemg of its famﬂjes and their
children; and FURE

Wheteas, Children's Mental Health Week was developed by fami]ies of children with
emotional, behavioral and mental health needs, to focus on the needs of their children and
families; in celebrating this year's theme: "Vision for Health and Happiness" it is fitting to

mcrease public awareness among all Town of Wenham citizens of this important 1ssue;

Now, Therefore, the Board of Selectmen of Wenham Massachusetts do hereby proclaim
May 3-9, 2020 as .

CHILDREN'S MEN TAL HEAL TH A WAEij
Yy 74

Jack Wilhem, Chairman John CIe enzi, Vice Chairman

Catherine Harrison, Clerk




