










Loose Leaf Collection Update       12/19/17 
 
The Wenham DPW has completed the first round of their annual loose leaf collection.  The 
second and final round is in progress and will be followed by a bagged leaf collection later in 
December, if needed. Status updates will continue to be posted on the website daily.  Contact 
the DPW with any questions, 978-468-5520 x.6. 
 
2nd Round of Leaf Collection: 
 Municipal Buildings & Parks - Completed 12/7/17-12/8/17 

 Maple St., Burley St., Birch Rd. - Completed 12/13/17 
 Mayflower Dr., Puritan Rd., Daniels Rd., Meridian Rd., Conrad Cl., Topsfield Rd., Laurel Dr. - 

Completed 12/14/17 
 Burnham Rd., Main Dr., Hilltop Dr., Enon Rd., Laurel Dr., Cedar St. - Completed 12/15/17 

 Cherry St., Monument St., William Fairfield Dr. - Completed 12/18/17 

 Easton Rd., Viriginia Pl., Stage Hill Rd., Regwill Ave., Morgan St., Kimball Ave., Woodside 
Ln., D'Ambrosio Way, Longfellow Rd., South St. -  Completed 12/19/17 

 
2nd and Final Round of Leaf Collection Resumes: 
 Pleasant St, Cherry St.  

 Parson’s Hill Rd., Charles Davis Dr., Gussett Rd., Rubbly Rd., Essex St., Grapevine Rd., Hull 
St., Dodges Row  

 Walnut Rd., Walnut Lane 

 Larch Row, Patti Lane, Lake Ave., Fiske Rd., Fairview Ave.  
 

 Great Pond Road, Main Street 
 Juniper St., Eddel Ave., Ellis Ave., School St.  
 Main Street Cemetery, Porter St.  
 Perkins St. and all side streets 

 







Sa tu rday ,  Janua ry  20 ,  2018  

9 :30  AM  

F i r s t  Church  i n  Wenham  

1  Arbo r  S t ree t

Fu tu re  pr i o r i t i e s  f o r  use  o f  t he  Trus t  f unds   

Trus t  accomp l i shment s  t o  da te  and  l oca l  hous ing  needs  

Dete rm ine  pr i o r i t y  i n i t i a t i ves  f o r  t he  coming  yea r s   

Wenham Community Workshop 
& Free Pancake Breakfast 

P lease  sha re  you r  vo i ce  on  t he  f u tu re  o f  Af fo rdab le  Hous ing  i n  

Wenham,  as  we  deve lop  ou r  Ac t i on  P lan .   

Preserve & Create 
Affordable Housing 

in Wenham

Preserve & Create 
Affordable Housing 

in Wenham

RSVP :  Pre - r eg i s t e r  by  Janua ry  18 ,  2018  

www.wenhamma .gov /a f fo rdab lehous ing

The  Wenham  Af fo rdab le  Hous ing  Trus t   

i nv i t e s  YOU  t o  JO IN  THE  CONVERSAT ION .

Ch i ldca re  prov ided .  Th i s  i s  an  open  pub l i c  meet ing  f o r  Wenham  r e s iden t s  

and  r eg i s t r a t i on  i s  no t  r equ i r ed  t o  a t t end ;  howeve r ,  you r  RSVP  wi l l  he lp  us  

prov ide  adequa te  f ood ,  workshop  mate r i a l s  and  ch i ldca re  cove rage .

Quest ions:  Contact  Nicci  Roebuck  at  Wenham  Town  Hall ,  978 -468 -5520  x2,  nroebuck@wenhamma.gov  

or  Jennifer  Goldson,  Planning  Consultant  617 -872 -0958,  jennifer@ jmgoldson.com

Commun i t y  Workshop  S ta teg ie s :   

http://www.wenhamma.gov/affordablehousing




Town of Wenham 

___________ 
Selectmen / Town Administrator 

   TEL 978-468-5520  FAX 978-468-8014 

 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Board of Selectmen 
FROM: Peter Lombardi, Town Administrator 
RE:  Town Administrator’s Report 
DATE: December 19, 2017 
 
FY19 Budget 
Superintendent Harvey’s presentation of the preliminary HWRSD FY19 Budget has been 
postponed from December 20 to January 3.  Accordingly, the Selectmen will not complete 
their review of the Town’s FY19 Budget until their January 16 meeting.  The Finance and 
Advisory Committee will then begin their budget review process, meeting with all 
Department Heads, starting on January 23. 
 
Tree Inventory 
The Town was recently notified that we have been awarded $5,000 in grant funding from 
the Massachusetts Interlocal Insurance Association to undertake a comprehensive street tree 
survey and risk assessment.  The $5,350 balance of the costs needed to complete this project 
will likely be covered by reserve funds pending review and approval by the Finance and 
Advisory Committee and Selectmen in the next few weeks.  The goal of this work is to 
establish a baseline understanding of our current street tree inventory, so that we can then 
develop a program that both removes problem trees and provides for new and/or 
replacement plantings. 
 
Sign Bylaw Violations 
As the Town continues to struggle with many commercial entities putting their signs on 
town property in violation of our sign bylaw, the Building Inspector sent out warning letters 
to over 20 repeat offenders last week.  Continued violations are subject to fines of $300 per 
day.  We are also working with town counsel to develop recommendations to bring to 
Town Meeting this spring for potential revisions to this bylaw, which will be discussed with 
the Planning Board and Selectmen over the course of the new two months. 

 







Town of Wenham 
Town Hall 

138 Main Street 
Wenham, MA 01984 

___________ 
 

TEL 978-468-5520 Ext. 4 FAX 978-468-8014 
  
 
 
TO: Board of Selectmen & Town Administrator 
FROM: Jackie Bresnahan, Permitting Coordinator & Special Projects Assistant 
RE: Citizens’ Leadership Academy Graduation 
DATE: December 19, 2017 

 
On December 6, the attendees of the Second Annual Wenham Citizens’ Leadership 

Academy voted on two mock town meeting measures. First, they voted on the proposed budget 
for FY 1643. Second, they voted on whether the Town should allow for roller coasters in the 
residential zoning district. Both articles passed with a majority vote. An amendment to limit the 
days and hours of operation of the coasters failed, while an amendment to allow for roller 
coasters only after “when they are invented” (as we were in FY 1643) was passed by the 
residents of the Wenham Mock Town Meeting.  

This activity was one of ten nights that covered local government and Wenham related 
topics for residents who were interested in learning more about Wenham, their government, and 
getting involved. Highlights of the program included site visits to the COA, Library, Fire Station, 
and Police Station; in-depth presentations with Town department heads; and the Mock Town 
Meeting where residents were able to learn from the Town Clerk and Town Moderator about 
asking questions, making comments, and voting at Town Meeting.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the attendees for their time, 
enthusiasm, and participation in our second year of the program. We had 18 residents sign up for 
the program and 15 residents complete the academy. We were also joined by new members of 
the Finance & Advisory Committee, members of the BOS, and members of the many 
boards/committees featured during the sessions. We have received wonderful feedback from 
residents including compliments to our department heads and board members for their hard 
work, commitment, and knowledge as well as some topics residents hope to see in the future.   

I would also to thank the many department heads, appointed officials, and elected 
officials who took time to share their passion and expertise on their department, committee, or 
board. Many department heads shared how much they appreciated the one-on-one interactions 
with residents and the excellent questions that the participants asked during their sessions. 

We hope to continue the program again next year. Look for sign-ups for the Fall 2018 
Citizens’ Leadership Academy in August 2018!  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

December 19, 2017 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
B. 

375th Committee Donation Acceptance 
 
 

JC 

 

• Gift and Donation form for $9,671 from the 375th Anniversary 
Committee  

• 375th Anniversary Auction Report from 375th Anniversary Committee 
Chair, Trudy Reid 

• Draft Motion 
 
 
 

 

 









 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

December 19, 2017 

 

DRAFT MOTION 

Donation of 375th Anniversary Committee Funds 

 Vote:  I move the Board of Selectmen accept donations totaling 

$9,671 from the 375th Anniversary Committee, proceeds from their 

Silent Auction, to help fund events surrounding our 375th Anniversary 

celebration.   

Seconded / Discussion/ Vote 









































































































  

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN  
THE WENHAM BOARD OF SELECTMEN AND THE RESIDENTS OF 

LONGFELLOW ROAD AND SOUTH STREET 
 
 
THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) made this ____ day of 
__________, 2017 by and between the Town of Wenham, hereinafter referred to as the “Town”, 
and the undersigned residents on Longfellow Road and South Street in the Town, hereinafter 
referred to as the “Residents”. 
 
WHEREAS, the Residents seek to make permanent repairs to Longfellow Road and South 
Street, including full depth reclamation and topcoat paving substantially consistent with the 
scope of work outlined in the November 14, 2017 document from Bell & Flynn, Inc. attached 
hereto; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town has recently made certain temporary repairs to the road surface of these 
two private ways, but is expressly prohibited from making any permanent repairs under the 
provisions of MGL Ch. 40 Sec. 6N; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Residents seek to have the Town impose betterments in keeping with the 
provisions of MGL Ch. 80 Sec. 1 for the proposed permanent road paving work on these two 
private ways in order to distribute payments for said work over a number of years, but recognize 
that such betterments could only be imposed through a Home Rule Petition; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town’s Board of Selectmen has considerable public safety concerns regarding 
the area adjacent to the so-called ravine on Longfellow Road, due in part to the written 
statements made by the Police Chief, Fire Chief, and DPW Director in October 2016, attached 
hereto, regarding the road conditions in this area and therefore seeks to include any necessary 
slope stabilization or enhancement work at the so-called ravine in the permanent road repair 
work; and 
 
WHEREAS, the parties believe that this Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) will 
memorialize the commitments made by the parties.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Town of Wenham acting by and through its Board of Selectmen and 
the undersigned Residents of Longfellow Road and South Street agree to the following: 
 
ENGINEERING STUDY 
 
 The Residents shall commission an engineering evaluation of Longfellow Road 
substantially consistent with the scope of work outlined in the November 30, 2017 proposal from 
Weston & Sampson, attached hereto.  Such work shall include, at minimum, exploring 
subsurface conditions, identifying geotechnical considerations associated with the slope 
stabilization and/or road widening, developing a typical roadway cross-section with a guardrail 
system, and providing the Residents with a report discussing design alternatives and associated 



repair costs.  The Residents shall have full responsibility for contracting for and paying for all 
costs associated with this work, estimated to be $17,300.00. 
 
 
SURVEY 

The Residents shall commission an instrument survey and resulting Existing Conditions 
Site Plan of a portion of Longfellow Road substantially consistent with the scope of work 
outlined in the November 28, 2017 proposal from Kane Land Surveyors, attached hereto.  Such 
work shall include, at minimum: 

• On the ground survey to locate planimetric and topographic data. 
• Location of all property lines. 
• Roadway features, edge of road. 
• Location of all utilities (Residents or their contractor to contact Dig-Safe). 
• At a scale of 1”=20’. 
• It will be in a DWG format compatible with AutoCAD Civil 3D. 
• The survey will extend 100’ offset from either side of the center line of the road. 
• The survey will extend 75’ past the red lines on the mark-up Locus Map. 

 
The Residents shall have full responsibility for contracting and paying for all costs 

associated with this work, estimated to be $4,000.00.  Any additional work conducted by Kane 
Land Surveyors, including, without limitation, a full survey of the entirety of Longfellow Road, 
estimated to cost $850.00, shall also be the full responsibility of the Residents. 

HOME RULE PETITION 

 If the Residents enter into contracts with both Weston & Sampson and Kane Land 
Surveyors to conduct the engineering and survey work as described above, the Board of 
Selectmen will request the Town Administrator to work with the Residents and Town Counsel to 
begin drafting a Home Rule Petition with the intent to bring such Petition to Annual Town 
Meeting for consideration in April 2018 regarding repairs needed to stabilize and potentially 
enhance Longfellow Road at the so-called ravine and to undertake the full depth reclamation and 
topcoat paving work on both Longfellow Road and South Street.  

Once the results of those reports have been delivered to the Town, and the Town has 
detailed information on the cost of making the foregoing repairs and improvements, the Town 
will determine the extent of its intended financial contribution to these improvements, but agrees, 
at minimum, to pay its proportionate share as one of the owners of property on Longfellow Road, 
subject to Town Meeting appropriation, which share, and the share of the Residents, shall be 
calculated according to the terms and conditions of the particular betterment formula that is 
applied to this project if a Home Rule Petition is drafted, presented, and approved.  The Town 
Administrator will also work with Town Counsel and the Residents to develop said betterment 
formula that is equitable and agreeable to the Town and a majority of the Residents, generally 
taking into consideration both frontage and location of each resident’s parcels.  The Town agrees 
that funds provided by the Residents to cover the costs associated with the engineering and 



survey work described above shall be deducted from the individual amounts owed under the 
betterment formula included in the Home Rule Petition. 

RIGHT OF ENTRY 
 

The Residents grant an irrevocable right to the Town and its agents, employees, 
representatives contractors, subcontractors and invitees (with the Town, the “Town Parties”) to 
enter upon and pass over Longfellow Road and South Street, if reasonably necessary for the 
Project, their respective properties, by foot and vehicles, including heavy equipment, from time 
to time and at any time, for the purpose of inspecting and surveying Longfellow Road and South 
Street. 
 
NO OBLIGATION 
 

The Residents, each and as a group, acknowledge and agree that: (a) the Town has and 
shall have no legal obligation whatsoever to maintain, make repairs to and/or improve 
Longfellow Road and/or South Street, which are private ways, unless the Town, in its sole 
discretion, accepts Longfellow Road and/or South Street as a public way; nonetheless, the Town 
may, in the Selectmen’s discretion, elect to undertake temporary repairs to Longfellow Road 
and/or South Street, including the filling of potholes and removal of snow and ice therefrom; (b) 
the Town is voluntarily electing to undertake this work and that it has no legal obligation to do 
so; (c) in no event shall the Town’s entry onto Longfellow Road and/or South Street and/or any 
work undertaken by the Town thereon, regardless of the passage of time or otherwise, indicate or 
suggest that Longfellow Road and/or South Street are public ways; and (d) nothing herein shall 
constitute a representation or warranty that: Town Meeting will authorize the Home Rule 
Petition, the General Court will approve said Petition, Town Meeting will appropriate funds for 
the work, and/or the Town will undertake said work, it being recognized that the Town’s 
obligations hereunder are subject to a number of factors, including, without limitation, 
appropriation of funds. The Residents also acknowledge and agree that the Town shall have no 
responsibility and liability whatsoever for Longfellow Road and/or South Street or the work 
undertaken, the quality of the work, the materials used therefor and/or any damages or defects 
therein, and the Residents each and as a group hereby release and discharge the Town of the 
foregoing. 
 
RELEASE 
 

The Residents hereby, for themselves and their successors and assigns, each release the 
Town from any liability hereunder and shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the Town and 
all the other Town Parties from and against any and all claims, demands, suits, actions, causes of 
action, costs, liabilities and judgments whatsoever, and any and all other claims of every kind, 
nature and description whatsoever, both in law and equity, including reasonable attorneys’ fees, 
which may be imposed upon, incurred by, or asserted against the Town Parties related to the 
Project, including, without limitation, for injury or death to person or any other damages suffered 
to any person,  property damage, contract claims, disputes and/or  litigation relating in any way 
to this work, that was not caused as a direct result of the Town’s negligence or willful 
misconduct. 
 



TERMINATION  
 

Notwithstanding any of the foregoing provisions, the Residents acknowledge and agree 
the Town Meeting warrant is within the Board of Selectmen’s control and the Board is not 
obligated to draft a Home Rule Petition as described above and include it in the warrant to be 
presented to Town Meeting if the Board deems it not to be in the best interests of the Town.  
Specifically, the Board will not proceed with a Home Rule Petition unless a majority of the 
Board and the Residents support said Petition before Town Meeting once the details of that 
document are finalized.  Upon notice given, any rights and obligations of the Town hereunder 
shall cease and this MOU shall be null and void, except that the provisions of RIGHT OF 
ENTRY, RELEASE, and NO OBLIGATION shall survive the expiration and/or termination of 
this MOU.  

 
GOVERNING LAW 
 

This MOU shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and any and all legal actions brought in connection with this 
MOU shall be brought in courts within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

 

ENTIRE AGREEMENT 
 

This MOU contains the entire agreement of the parties and there are no other agreements 
or understandings between the parties regarding the subject matter of the MOU.  This Agreement 
may not be modified except in writing, duly executed by both parties. 
 
ABUTTERS 
 

This MOU is not intended to set forth or affect the rights and obligations that the 
Residents may have with respect to each other. 
 
CAPTIONS 
 

The captions and headings throughout this MOU are for convenience of reference only 
and the words contained therein shall in no way be held or deemed to define, limit, explain, 
modify, amplify or add to the interpretation, construction or meaning of any provisions of, or the 
scope or intent of this MOU, nor in any way affect this Agreement, and shall have no legal 
effect. 
 
RECITALS 
 

The recitals above are incorporated herein by reference. 
 

[signature pages follow] 
 
 



 
TOWN SIGNATURE PAGE 
 
 
TOWN OF WENHAM BY: 
WENHAM BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
 
________________________________ 
 

 
________________________________ 

 
 
________________________________ 
 
 
Date: ______________________, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PROPERTY OWNER SIGNATURE PAGE 

 
 
 
Property Address:        , Wenham, MA 
 
Property Owner:       
 
Signature:        
 
Date:   December 19, 2017 
 
 
 
 
Property Address:        , Wenham, MA 
 
Property Owner:       
 
Signature:        
 
Date:   December 19, 2017 
 
 
 
 
Property Address:        , Wenham, MA 
 
Property Owner:       
 
Signature:        
 
Date:   December 19, 2017 
 
 
 
 
Property Address:        , Wenham, MA 
 
Property Owner:       
 
Signature:        
 
Date:   December 19, 2017 
 



 
 
Property Address:        , Wenham, MA 
 
Property Owner:       
 
Signature:        
 
Date:   December 19, 2017 
 
 
 
Property Address:        , Wenham, MA 
 
Property Owner:       
 
Signature:        
 
Date:   December 19, 2017 
 
 
 
Property Address:        , Wenham, MA 
 
Property Owner:       
 
Signature:        
 
Date:   December 19, 2017 
 
 
 
 
Property Address:        , Wenham, MA 
 
Property Owner:       
 
Signature:        
 
Date:   December 19, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Property Address:        , Wenham, MA 
 
Property Owner:       
 
Signature:        
 
Date:   December 19, 2017 
 

 

Property Address:        , Wenham, MA 
 
Property Owner:       
 
Signature:        
 
Date:   December 19, 2017 
 
 
Property Address:        , Wenham, MA 
 
Property Owner:       
 
Signature:        
 
Date:   December 19, 2017 
 
 
 
Property Address:        , Wenham, MA 
 
Property Owner:       
 
Signature:        
 
Date:   December 19, 2017 
 























 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

December 19, 2017 

 

DRAFT MOTION 

Proposed Memorandum of Understanding Regarding 
Reports to Longfellow Road and South Street 

 Vote:  I move to approve proposed Memorandum of 

Understanding between the Wenham Board of Selectmen and the 

Residents of Longfellow Road and South Street contingent upon 

receipt of signatures by all residents of these private ways and 

confirmation that the contracts with Weston & Sampson and Kane 

Land Surveyors have been executed and paid for in full by the 

residents.  

 
 

Seconded / Discussion/ Vote 
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