

[image: ]
TOWN OF WENHAM
MASSACHUSETTS 
OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK
138 Main Street, Wenham, MA 01984

BUSINESS CERTIFICATES (DBA)

WHO must file?  Any person conducting business, in the Town of Wenham, under any title other than the complete real name of the owner, whether individually or as a partnership should file.

WHERE to file?  In the office of the Town Clerk, in the town where the business is located

HOW long is the certificate valid?   A business certificate is in effect for four (4) years from the date of issue. A new filing must be made every four (4) years as long as the business is being conducted.

Changes?  The following changes must be filed in the office of the Town Clerk:
	*Discontinuing the business or partnership
*Retiring or withdrawing from such business or partnership
*Change of residence of such person(s)
*Change of the location where the business is conducted

VISIBILITY of the business certificate:  You must provide a copy upon request, during regular business hours, to any person who has purchased goods or services from your business.

FEES
Business Certificate Filing in Wenham, New or Renewal	$20.00 (Includes one certified copy)
Changes							$5.00 (Includes one certified copy)

PENALTIES: Violation of the above provision shall be subject to a fine of not more than $300.00 for each month during which such violation continues, as stated in the Massachusetts General Law, chapter 110, section 5.  Please see a copy of the law on the next page.


PLEASE NOTE THAT:

1. A business certificate registers the name of the business only.
2. A business certificate is not a permit to conduct business in a residential district
3. A business certificate carries no zoning benefits
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]The owner must comply with the town’s zoning bylaws and other regulations (Depending on the nature of the business, you may need a permit from the zoning permit.)
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